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trated and tested by practical problems (No. 80, p. 18; No. 102a, p. 23; 
No. 103, p. 23; No. 147, p. 31; No. 163, p. 35; No. 167, p. 35). 

A goodly number of problems is taken from American cases and inci- 
dents (No. 7, p. 2; No. 9, p. 3; No. 10, p. 3; No. 49, p. 10; No. 50, p. 
10; No. 74, p. 17; No. 75, p. 17; No. 76, p. 17; No. 116, p. 25; No. 
158, p. 33; No. 170, p. 36; No. 175, p. 37; No. 192, p. 40; No. 193, p. 
40; No. 195, p. 41). 

From this brief enumeration it is seen that the collection is interna- 
tional in execution as well as in name. 

It may not be without interest to note, in view of the repugnance of 
the Hague Tribunal to the doctrine of servitudes, that the editor con- 
siders the doctrine a part of international law (No. 24, p. 6). 

Nothing better shows the great and growing interest in international 
law than the two recent admirable collections of cases and incidents 
prepared respectively by Professor Oppenheim and Dr. Strupp. 

James Browk Scott. 

Weltstaat und Friedensproblem. By Karl von Stengel. Berlin : Beichl 
& Co. 1909. pp. xiii, 145. 

Baron von Stengel, since the first Hague Conference, to which he was 
a German delegate, has received a full share of hostile criticism. He is 
still opposed to obligatory arbitration, disarmament, world federation 
and the extension of the peace movement, especially in Germany, and 
in his preface he says that he does not expect to escape a renewal of 
bitter attacks. 

It will be remembered that, prior to his appointment to the first 
Hague Conference, he had published a pamphlet called Der ewige Friede 
in which he characterized as Utopian and impracticable the plans which 
pacifists hoped to further. His subsequent appointment lent color to 
the idea that these views represented the attitude of the German Govern- 
ment. This assumption he now declares to have been an error, and the 
very practical though extremely conservative support of the German 
delegations in the two Hague Conferences to several constructive meas- 
ures bears him out in this statement. His own convictions, however, 
have so little changed in the last ten years that this book is avowedly an 
elaboration of Der ewige Friede. The two Hague Conferences and their 
results, to which he devotes three chapters amounting to sixty-eight 
pages, do not furnish him ground for any reversal of opinion. 
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The most general criticism of the book is that it allows no credit to 
the theory of evolution in the development of races, nations, and states; 
perceives no possibility of healthy growth in political ideas; admits no 
broadening of the scope of international law without prophecy of fatal 
results to existing states; and calls on history only to show that what has 
not been done can not be done. Moreover, it is intensely national in 
tone, exhibiting at times a Chauvinism which leaves no room for things 
cosmopolitan. It is of no avail for Baron von Stengel to state hard and 
fast principles of international law, insisting, as in the definition of 
Sovereignty, that no readjustment of ideas is conceivable. It is of no 
avail to trace the growth of peace ideas in ancient, medieval and modern 
times, and to discuss the question of world federation and the results of 
Hague Conferences, if all things are viewed through glasses on which 
are etched the words " Not for Germany." 

This fact seems to be the key to the whole book. The author gen- 
uinely believes that, for Germany, the further growth of the peace move- 
ment, consent to obligatory arbitration and limitation of armaments, 
would be the beginning of the end. Whether or not he is right in this 
belief, and he is not alone in his position, his discussions of the general 
peace problem lose most of their value because he is a special pleader. 
His desire that Germany shall ever be ready to defend herself, and that 
the warlike spirit of her men may not die out, is so strong that he 
devotes a chapter to the glorification of war, " Die Bedeutung des Krieges 
fiir die Entwicklung der Menschheii." A complete refutation of the 
views here presented appeared in Norman Angell's The Great Illusion 
and in Novicow's War and Its Alleged Benefits. 

Being opposed to the Social Democratic party in Germany, on general 
principles, and on the special ground of its anti-militarism, he finds so 
much in common between the peace movement and the Social Democratic 
party that each should be equally condemned. Anything which will 
reduce the striking power of the German Empire is to be deplored be- 
cause " Der beste Schutz fiir das gute Eecht eines Staates bleibt immer 
sein starkes Schwert," and " Es heibt wirklich fiir Deutschland : ' Feinde 
ringsum.' " With enemies all about, fully armed, of course von Stengel 
can not see virtue in the paths of peace. Whether he sees more clearly 
than " die Priedensfreunde," the future only can determine. He seems, 
however, to have set himself squarely against the current of modern 
progress, thereby entitling himself to credit for having the courage of 
his convictions, even though those convictions should prove false. 

Frederick C. Hicks. 



